
 

MCOE News  

The newsletter of the Monterey County Office of Education  

M a y  2 0 1 4  V o l u m e  3 ,  I s s u e  4  

Mission  

The Monterey County 

Office of Education, in 

partnership with our 

community, provides 

the leadership, support, 

and service excellence 

needed to prepare all of 

Monterey Countyõs 

diverse students for 

success in each step of 

their educational      

journey today and in the 

future.   

 

Vision  

The Monterey County 

Office of Education 

champions excellence in 

educational results.  We 

distinguish ourselves 

through exemplary 

leadership, support and 

service that enables all 

Monterey Countyõs 

diverse students to be 

well prepared for     

success in the           

interdependent world of 

the future.  

òIf I had fun, I wonó was theme of day at 

two Special Education Field Days  

Nearly 250 special education students from      
Monterey County Office of Education locations 
throughout Monterey County participated in two 
Field Day events themed òIf I had fun, I wonó in 
King City at  Gabilan School on May 2 and in     
Salinas at Rabobank Stadium on May 6. 

Students participated in a variety of events specifi-
cally designed for moderately to severely disabled 
students, including the ball throw, standing long 
jump, turbo javelin, and multiple wheel chair races 
and running events.  

òField Days are an important part of MCOEõs    
special education program. They provide opportu-
nities for students to be physically active, and gain 
a sense of self confidence and feeling of pride as 
they compete in various events with their peers throughout the day,ó said     
Mariphil Romanow -Cole, Assistant Superintendent, Special Education, Monterey 
County Office of Education.  

Nearly 200 students from AB Ingham School, Bolsa Knolls Middle School,        
Boronda Meadows School, Fremont School, Henry F. Kamman School, New    
Republic School, Ruth Andresen School, Seaside High School and San Benancio 
Middle School took part in the Salinas event and 31 students from Del Rey 
School, Gabilan School, and Santa Lucia Middle School participated in the     

King City venue.  

All students received medals 
during an awards ceremony   
following the Field Day events.  
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Message from the Superintendent  
May is a time to recognize teachers and support staff who commit them-

selves to ensuring all students are ready to meet the challenges and op-

portunities in their life ahead. I would like to personally acknowledge our 

teachers and classified staff for all they do to enrich the lives of students. 

While we honor you on Day of the Teacher or during Teacher Apprecia-

tion Week and Classified School Employee Week, it is every day that you 

are recognized for your passion and dedication. 

There is great joy during this time of the year as we see all the progress 

our students have made. The May issue of MCOE News highlights recent 

student competitions, such as the regional SkillsUSA event that students 

from our countyõs Mission Trails Regional Occupational Program compet-

ed in and Mathletics. It also features articles on California Day of the Teacher 

and Classified School Employee Week. 

We also welcome our new Assistant Superintendent of Student Services, Dr. 

Faris Sabbah. And, back by popular demand, check out our regular columns 

such as Cut to the Campus and Fast Takes: Students and Staff on the Move.  

Thank you for another successful school year! 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Kotowski, Ph.D.  

Monterey County Superintendent of Schools 

Thank you for another 

successful school year! 

- Dr. Nancy Kotowski 

Youõre invited to 
 

Farewell to FriendsFarewell to Friends  
Thursday, May 15, 2014Thursday, May 15, 2014  

   *   Rooms A & B   *   3 - 5 p.m. 

RSVP to Teri James at  tjames@monterey.k12.ca.us 

 

This special event celebrates and honors our retirees for their  

years of loyal and dedicated service to MCOE. 
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Teachers play key role in preparing students for success  

Wednesday, May 14 marks the 32nd anniversary of           

California Day of the Teacher, and teachers throughout the 

state will be recognized for their dedication and the hard 

work they perform every day in their classrooms to prepare 

students for bright and successful futures. 

Teachers play a central role in preparing students for success 

in each step of their journey from preschool to graduating 

from high school. Not only do teachers provide guidance, 

support and encouragement to students, but they also part-

ner with parents, families and communities to provide lead-

ership and encouragement. Through their partner building, 

teachers retrieve knowledge to address student learning 

styles, create effective instructional methods, and provide a 

positive educational environment.  

Monterey County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nancy      

Kotowski and the Monterey Board of Education adopted a 

resolution recognizing the numerous contributions and nur-

turing guidance of local teachers, and urges parents, students and the community to show their support for 

all Monterey County teachers. 

Nearly 400 students representing 44 Monterey County schools competed 

at the 46th Annual Mathletics Competition this year.  School teams from 

both public and private schools, made up of students from upper         

elementary, middle and high school, assembled at Seaside High School 

on May 10 for the competition.  

Mathletics is a math contest held annually to encourage excellence in 

math and recognize the achievements of individual students and the 

schools they represent. The Monterey County Office of Education and 

California State University, Monterey Bay Mathematics Department 

sponsor the annual event. 

Clare Teng, the top graduating high school senior taking the advanced 

calculus exam, received the Richard Morgantini Scholarship of $1,000.  

Mathletics is funded in part by the Monterey County Richard Morgantini 

Foundation.  Recent supporters include Green Giant by Growers Express, 

Tanimura & Antle, Boggiatto Produce, the California Mathematics Council, and Wells Fargo.  

 

Monterey County students compete at 46th Annual     

Mathletics Competition  

Monterey County Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Nancy Kotowski (right) and Monterey County 
Board of Education President John McPherson 
(left) present a resolution to   Melanie Crall, 
teacher and Monterey County Teachers Associa-
tion representative at the May 7 board meeting. 

Clare Teng of Robert Louis Steven-
son School was the recipient of the 
Richard Morgantini Scholarship. 
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Celebrate Classified School Employee 

Week  

M C O E  N e w s   

Classified employees play crucial roles and provide vital services to improve 
student learning, meet school standards and build a better future for Monte-
rey County. May 18-24 has been designated Classified School Employee 
Week to honor these dedicated employees and their contributions to schools 
and the educational community.  

 
Whether it's maintaining a pristine campus, assisting 
with coursework, reaching out to parents, driving 
students to school, or feeding them a nutritious meal, 
Monterey County's classified employees provide 
positive results and contribute immensely to school 
operations and student success.  
 
In fact, Monterey County Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Nancy Kotowski and the Monterey County 
Board of Education adopted a resolution recognizing 
the many behind-the-scene tasks and work of these 
valuable employees to create an effective learning 

environment to support the education system and allow student instruction 
to advance to greater heights. 
 
Moreover, each year the California Department of Education invites county 
offices of educations to participate in the Classified School Employee of the 
Year program. This program highlights contributions of classified school 
employees that support the education of Californiaõs public school students 
in preschool through grade twelve. The program selects six Classified School 
Employee of the Year awardees that are chosen from the following classified 
staff categories: Child Nutrition; Maintenance, Operations, and Facilities; 
Office and Technical; Para-Educator and Instructional Assistance; Support 
Services and Security; and Transportation.   
 
2014 marks the Monterey County Office of Educationõs inaugural participa-
tion in the Classified School Employee of the Year program. The Monterey 
County Office of Education received nominations of exemplary classified 
employees from schools districts and conducted a selection process to        
determine a county award winner from each category who were then      
nominated by the county for the state recognition.  (See page 8 for award 
winners and nominees in each category).  
 
Diana Vita from Carmel High School in the Carmel Unified School District 
was one of the six statewide recipients of the award. She will be honored 
during Classified School Employee Week with an award presented by the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction later this month.                   

Continued on page 8 



P a g e  5  V o l u m e  3 ,  I s s u e  4  

Fast Takes: Students and Staff on the Move  

Twenty three of Monterey County Office of Education's 

bus drivers volunteered and assisted with transporting 

walkers to the start line of the Big Sur Marathon at 

Rocky Point on April 26. Thank you Transportation    

department. 

Representatives from 15 school districts packed 

MCOEõs training room for the Escape HR/Payroll 

training to learn the latest and greatest about these 

areas in the financial system. Administrative Services 

Coordinator Phil Davis taught the training, and many 

participants shared best practices and had the oppor-

tunity to learn from each other.  

Submit your picture today. If you have pictures from a student or staff event that youõd like to see published, please send them to 

mcfadden@monterey.k12.ca.us with a brief description of the event or activity, along with the names and departments represented. 

Employees from the Monterey County Office of Educa-

tion took part in the Salinas Relay for Life event held 

Friday, May 9 at the Salinas Sports Complex.  MCOE 

donations collected added up to nearly $3,000.  

Eighth-grade students from Chalone Peaks Middle 

School in King City took part in the schoolõs Civil War 

reenactment on May 9, a tradition which has been going 

on for 14 years. The reenactment at San   Lorenzo Park 

saw students taking part in the First Battle of Bull Run 

(First Manassas) and Pickettõs Charge, and setting up 

camp. 

Photo provided by Jorge  Morales 


